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embrace tenets upon the authority of those whom they
think wiser than themselves; and, therefore, the addition
of every name to infidelity, in some degree, invalidates that
argument upon which the religion of multitudes is neces-
sarily founded.

Men may differ from each other in many religious opi-
nions, and yet all may retain the essentials of Christianity;
men may sometimes eagerly dispute, and yet not differ
much from one another: the rigorous persecutors of errour
should, therefore, enlighten their zeal with knowledge, and
temper their orthodoxy with charity; that charity, without
which orthodoxy is vain; charity that " thinketh no evil,"
but " hopeth all things," and " endureth all things."

Whether Browne has been numbered among the con-
temners of religion, by the fury of its friends, or the arti-
fice of its enemies, it is no difficult task to replace him
among the most zealous professors of Christianity. He may,
perhaps, in the ardour of his imagination, have hazarded
an expression, which a mind intent upon faults may inter-
pret into heresy, if considered apart from the rest of his
discourse; but a phrase is not to be opposed to volumes ;
there is scarcely a writer to be found, whose profession
was not divinity, that has so frequently testified his belief
of the sacred writings, has appealed to them with such un-
limited submission, or mentioned them with such unvaried
reverence.

It i^ indeed* somewhat wonderful, that he should be
placed without the pale of Christianity, who declares, " that
he assumes the honourable style of a Christian," not be-
cause it is " the religion of his country," but because
" having in his riper years and confirmed judgment seen
and examined all, he finds himself obliged, by the princi-
ples of grace, and the law of his own reason, to embrace
no other name but this;" who, to specify his persuasion yet
more, tells us, that " he is of the reformed religion; of the
same belief our Saviour taught, the apostles disseminated,
the fathers authorized, and the martyrs confirmed;" who,
though " paradoxical in philosophy, loves in divinity to